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ORIGINAL  SERMON.-NO.  I. 

ON  THE  RESURRECTION  OF  CHRIST. 

DT  DOLPHUS  SKI.VN'ER. 

TEXT....“rAe  Lord  u  risen  indeed.”  Luke  Xxiv.  31. 

No  question  ever  asked  or  discussed  in  | 
the  world,  is  or  can  be  of  vaster  moment  j 
— none  can  involve  a  deeper  interest  to| 
the  human  family,  than  this — Is  Christ ; 
risen  from  the  dead  ?  For  if  this  be  not' 
a  fact,  our  faith  is  vain  ;  our  preaching  is  | 
also  vain,  and  we  are  yet  in  our  sins,  & ' 
without  any  just  hope  of  salvation.  i 

In  this  discourse,  which  must  of  neccs- ' 
*ity  be  very  brief,  considering  the  vast 
importance  of  the  sulyect  to  be  discus- ' 
sed — I  shall  take  for  granted,  what  no 
person  in  his  senses  will  or  can  deny,*; 

1.  The  being  and  perfections  of  a  God; 

2.  The  fact  of  there  having  been  such ; 
a  person  on  earth  as  Jesus  Christ;  3. —  j 
That  he  was  crucified  by  the  Jewish  na¬ 
tion,  at  Jerusalem  in  the  land  of  Judea,  , 
about  eighteen  hundred  years  ago;  andil 
4.  That  his  disciples  or  followers,  im¬ 
mediately  thereafter,  did  publicly  preach ' 
at  Jerusalem,  and  proclaim  abroad  wher-' 
ever  they  went,  that  he  had  risen  from 
the  dead  ;  and  from  them  and  their  asso¬ 
ciates  there  sprung  up  a  religious  sect  cal- ! 
led  Christians,  whose  faith  was  founded  j 
upon  this  alleged  fact,  who  immediately! 
spread  themselves  throughout  that  and 
all  adjacent  countries,  which  sect  ha.s 
continued  in  existence  from  that  day  to 
this. 

Numerous,  weighty,  and  incontrover¬ 
tible  arguments  are  adduced  in  favor  of 
Christianity,  from  various  considerations; 
1.  The  exact  and  literal  fulfilment  of 
the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament,(ac- 
kncwledged  even  by  unbelievers  in 
Christianity  to  have  been  written  long 

‘*I  conaider  the  perton  who  will  deny  Ihe  truth  of 
either  of  Ihe  prupositions  here  taken  Tor  granted,  as 
totally  incapable  of  reasoning,  or  weighing  the  force 
of  evidence  or  argument,  as  that  person  would  be  who 
aheald  deny  the  ihet  of  theie  being  any  such  ci'ies  as 
Jerusalem,  Constantinople,  Rome,  Pari.s  or  London  ; 
or  any  such  persons  ever  having  existed  .as  Alexander 
(he  Great, Caesar,  or  Napoleon  Bonaparte:  yea,alriiost 
as  incapable  of  reasoning  as  if  be  were  to  deny  his 
.owii  existenae. 


j  before  the  appearance  of  Jesus  on  earth,)! 

!  in  the  person  and  character  of  Christ. — I 
12.  The  astonishing  miracles  of  mercyi 
Uvrought  by  Jesus  in  attestation  of  tbel 
! divinity  of  his  mission;  the  reality  ofl 
[which  miracles  no  Jew  or  Deist  ever! 
thought  of  disputing  during  the  three! 
i first  centuries.  3.  The  exact  fulfilment; 
of  the  predictions  of  Jesus,  in  the  des-j, 
'truction  of  the  Jewish  temple,  city,  the-' 
ocracy,  and  the  subsequent  di.spersion  of. 
the  Jews  among  all  nations,  in  which  dis-| 
pefsed  condition  they  still  remain,  and 
are  a  standing  and  perpetual  miracle  inj 
proof  of  the  truth  of  Christianity.  4. — j 
The  internal  marks  of  truth  and  integ- 
rity  throughout  the  scriptures  of  the  New. 
Testament,  together  with  the  collateral 
[evidence  of  their  truth  from  profane  his- 
,  tory.  5.  The  sbblime  precepts  and  pure ' 

I  morality  of  the  Christian  system,  its  ex-[ 
[act  adaptation  to  the  moral  and  spiritual[ 

I  wants  of  mankind,  the  more  than  mortal,; 
the  obviously  heavenly  hopes  it  inspires,' 
its  distant  remove  from  every  system  ev-j 
idently  of  human  invention,  and’the  marks 
which  it  exhibits  throughout  of  a  divine 
[origin.  These  and  many  other  argu-' 
iments  are  and  have  been  urged, and  suc-l 
cessfully  urged,  in  proof  of  the  truth  and 
divine  origin  of  Christianity;  and  nonej 
'of  them  have  ever  been  efiectually  refu-l 
ted,  nor  can  they  be.  So  far  then,  asi 
these,  and  other  equally  weighty  argu¬ 
ments,  are  allowed,  and  considered  con-' 
i elusive  in  favor  of  Christianity^  so  far! 
they  go  in  vindication  and  proof  of  the 
resurrection  of  Christ:  for  they  all  im¬ 
ply, 'and  naturally  lead  to  the  conclusion, 
that  The  Lord  is  risen  indeed.”  Al¬ 
lowing,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  evi¬ 
dence  against  this  fact,  (and  I  cannot 
possibly  conceive  of  any,)  these  consider¬ 
ations,  in  themselves,  are  presumptive  ev¬ 
idence  of  the  existence  of  such  fact. 

It  is  not  my  design  in  this  discourse  to 
I  dwell  upon  the  above  arguments,  nor[ 
urge  them  any  farther  than  they  force, 
themselves  uponyoi.r  conslderati-  n,  hut 
to  confine  the  d! f  .^sion  to  one  simple 
point,  viz.  The  res^^rrcction  of  Christ  from 
the  dead.  My  reason  for  this,  is,  that  I 


consitler  one  good  argument,  well  direct¬ 
ed,  will  strike  the  mind  of  the  hearer  or 
reader  more  forcibly  alone,  than  when 
connected  with  many  others,  in  which 
latter  case  the  attention  is  divided  be¬ 
tween  a  number  of  objects,  and  of  course 
mea.surably  diverted  from  the  main  or 
principal  argument.  Nor  shall  I  in  pur¬ 
suing  this  discussion,  enter  into  a  course 
of  abstruse  and  metaphysical  reasoning, 
.adapted  only  to  the  learned,  but  use  all 
possible  plainness  of  speech,  and  by  sim¬ 
plifying  the  argument  endeavor  to  bring 
'  it  home  to  the  capacity  and  perfect  ap¬ 
prehension  of  the  humblest  ability  of  the 
most  unlettered  man,  woman,  or  child 
.  within  the  sound  of  my  voice. 

I  shall  state  but  three  propositions ;  (wo 
of  which  must  necessarily  be  false,  and 
‘  one  of  which  must  necessarily  be  true. — 
The  proving  of  two  of  them  false,  will 
prove  the  other  one  true  ;  or  the  proving 
one  of  them  true,  will  prove  the  other 
two  false.  The  propositions  are  these — 
j  1.  Christ  did  not  arise  from  the  dead, 
and  the  disciples  knew  he  did  no/,  and 
therefore  were  knowingly  impostors  and 
'  deceivers  themselves  : — or 

2.  He  did  not  arise  from  the  dead,  but 
the  disciples  believed  he  did,  and  were 
themselves  deceived : — or 
I  S.  He  did  arise  from  the  dead  and  the 
^  disciples  Icnew  he  did. 

I.et  us  now  examine  these  propositions 
and  see  which  one  of  the  three  can  bo 
sustained,  and  which  two  of  them  are 
false. 

I  “  First.  Christ  did  not  arise  from 
'the  dead,  and  the  disciples  knew  he  did 
!  not,  and  were  therefore  knowingly  impot- 
:  tors  and  deceivers.” 

I  But  can  this  proposition  be  sustained  ? 
I  No;  it  is  impossible  that  it  can  be,  on 
any  ground  whatever.  For  I  lay  it  down 
as  an  axiom,  or  self-evident  proposition, 
to  be  acknowledged  by  all,  and  disputed 
by  none,  that  man  cannot  art  v  iiho’  i  a 
motive — much  less  can  he  act  directly 
contrary  to  all  possible  motives.  Equally 
true  and  self  evident  is  it,  that  none  can 
I  seek  or  desire  misery, merely  for  the  sake, 
of  misery.  Happiness  is  “our  being’s 
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end  and  aim;”  and  the  love  of  it  isim-i  they  pernsled  in,  through  all  the  subse-| 
planted  in  every  rational  and  sentient  be-  quent  part  of  their  lives;  and  continued  . 
ing.  With  these  self  evident  facts  in;  to  assert  that  “the  Lord  was  risen  in- 
your  minds,  I  now  ask,  whether  it  is  pos-|  deed,”  through  evil  report  and  good  re- 
sible  that  the  twelve  apostles  of  Christ,  port;  they  never  faultered  nor  wavered, 
(and  many  others  with  them  engaged  in  but  boldly  and  perseveringly  insisted  on  ^ 
the  same  cause)  could  commence,  and  it,  and  clung  to  it,  as  their  only  founda-i 
-carry  on,  and  persist  in  till  death,  nay  tion,  and  consolation,  and  hope  ;  none  of  | 
even  in  the  agonies  of  death,  while  suf-  them  ever  renounced  it,  none  of  them !' 
fering  martyrdom  for  their  testimony,such  ever  betrayed  the  secret,  or  exposed  the  m 
a  vile  imposture,  such  a  sheer  falsehood  falsehood ;  and  most  of  them  sealed  their  ; 
as  christii*ity  must  be,  if  this  proposition  testimony  with  their  own  blood,  and  all 
be  true?  And  that  too,  absolutely  know-  asserted, with  their  dying  lips, that  Christ' 
ing  that  they  mustexpose  themselves  to  i  was  risen  from  the  dead  :  and  this  too, ! 
all  kinds  of  trials,  hardships,  labors,  dis-  !many  times,  when  they  had  it  in  their  i 
grace,  contempt,  persecution,  and  death!  .  power  to  save  their  lives  by  renouncing' 
The  apostles  not  only  had  no  motive  to  Christianity,and  denying  this  fuudamen- 1 
act  thus,  but  crery /)ossi6/e  mo/iue  ojrainst  I  tal  article  of  their  creed,  ihit  none  ofj 
such  a  course.  Tliey  were  not  only |] these  eye  witnesses  ever  did  renounce' 
without  the  most  distant  prospect  of  j  this  article;  though  they  evidently  would  ' 
worldly  u'ea///i,  worldly  Aonor,  the  ap-  have  done  it,  if  they  had  not  really  and  i 
plause  of  the  great,  personal  case,  or  e-  ^  solemnly  believed  it  as  the  unalterable  1; 
ven  safely  of  life;  but  they  expected,  truth  of  God.  | 

nay,  were  fully  assured,  that  grim  pover-  He  who  can  believe,  under  all  these  | 
ly  would  stare  them  in  the  face,  that  re-  circumstances,  that  the  twelve  apostles 
^roaefe  and  J/syracc  awaited  them  where-  were  deceivers  and  impostors,  and  pro-; 
ver  they  should  go, that  perseculions  would  mulgated  a  known  and  absolute  falsehood,  i 
assail  them  on  every  hand,that  they  would  not  only  tet/Aou/  a  motive,  but  directly  j 
be  called  on  to  perform  the  most  arduous  \  contrary  to  nil  /?»o/jpcs,human  and  divine,! 
and  trying  /a5ors,  that  the  cold  damp!  and  persisted  in  it  uniformly  and  unitedly, 
walls  of  prisons  would  often  be  their  on-  through  life  and  in  death,  can  believe  the 
ly  shelter,  the  cross  (like  that  of  their  I  grossest  absurdities,  and  must  be  the  ve-j 
master)  their  only  elevation,  and  the]  ry  dupe  of  credulity  itsqjf.  He  must  be- | 
grave  their  only  resting  place.  They  I  lieve  tiiat  the  twelve  apostles  acted  con-j 
had  often  been  told  by  Jesus  that  they !  trary  to  all  the  laws  of  moral  nature, 
would  be  “hated  of  all  nations”  for  his  throughout  their  whole  life;  and  were  j 
name’s  sake — that  whosoever  killed  them '  uniform  and  constant  in  this  violation  of; 
would  think  he  did  God  service.  They  !  all  the  laws  and  principles  of  human  ac-| 
knew  they  had  the  traditions,  the  preju-'tion!  Consequently,  he  must  believe' 
dices,  the  superstitions,  and  the  enmity  of  that  God  wrought  in  this  case,  a  special; 
all  the  great  and  powerful  men  in  their  miracle  on  the  minds  of  these  men,  not! 
own  nation  to  encounter,  together  with  for  the  purpose  of  enlightening  or  bene-  \ 
the  jealousy ,tht'  pride,  and  the  opposition  the  world,  but  for  the  purpose  of 

to  every  innova  .ion,  of  the  Roman  nation,  deceiving  the  world  !  In  order  to  avoid 
All  this  they  exp  ^cted  ;  all  this  they  wil-  the  belief  of  the  reasonable,  and  god- 
lingly  encounteied.  dike  and  benevolent  miracle  of  the  resur- 

But  for  what  purpose,  or  with  w’hat  irection  of  Jesus  from  the  dead,  he  adopts 
motive,  let  me  ask,  did  diey  subject  them-jja  belief,  in  an  unreasonable,  unnatural, 
selves  to  such  hazards , labors  and  suffer-'  monstrous,  and  even  malevolent  miracle! 
ings?  Why,  if  this  proposition  be  true,  ^  It  seems  to  me  impossible  that  any  rea- 
it  was  for  the  sole  purjwse  of  imposing  ani  sonable,  enlightened  and  unbiased  mind 
absolute /a/scAood  on  the  world,  a  false- j  can  for  one  moment  entertain  such  a  be- 
hood  which  could  do  no  being  in  the;  lief  as  this  :  for  it  is  in  my  estimation  the 
universe  any  good,  but  which  they  well  very  climax  of  absurdity  itself.  There 
knew  would  subject  themselves  to  all  is  no  ground  we  can  take  in  relation  to 
kinds  of  disgrace,  s  iff'jring  and  death  ! — ’  this  subject,  no  supposition  we  can  enter- 
A  falsehood  against  the  promulgation  of  tain,  no  w’ay  of  accounting  for  the  course 
which  every  motive,  both  human  and  di~  pursued  by  the  apostle,  but  to  believe 
vine,  most  powerfully  operated.  For  so  they  were  honest  and  did  verily  believe 
far  as  temporal  things  were  concerned,  that  Jesus  had  risen  from  the  dead, 
every  motive  was  against  their  engaging  |  If  it  be  objected,  that  “  the  apostles 
in  such  a  cause;  and  certainly  no  hopes,;  were  poor,  despised,  in  low  circumstan- 
of future  reward,  no  expectation  of  the  fa-  '|ce8,  and  had  nothing  to  loose,  and  there- 
vor  of  Heaven,  could  have  been  entertain-  Tore  embarked  in  this  bold  adventure  at 
ed  by  them  for  promulgating  an  random,  determined  to  see  what  they 

falsehood,  a  kncicn  imposture.  This,  too,  |j could  effert  hy  an  imposture  of  this 


kind :”  the  objection  is  untenable,  on 
many  accounts.  For,  1.  They  had  no 
time  to  concert  their  plan,  and  enter  so 
soon  into  its  execution,  as  we  actually 
know  they  did  enter  into  the  work 
of  promulgating  the  doctrine  of  the  re¬ 
surrection  ;  the  fraud  must  have  been 
discovered  immediately,  or  very  soon  af¬ 
ter  its  adoption.  2.  After  they  had  tried 
the  experiment  a  while,  and  found  what 
trials  and  sufferings  they  had  to  encoun¬ 
ter,  they  would  either  all  have  abandoned 
it,  or  some  one  of  their  number  would 
have  forsaken  it,  and  exposed  their  in¬ 
iquity  to  the  world.  3.  Although  they 
were  poor,  they  might  have  lived  cora- 
fortabiy,at  least,  in  quiet  and  peace  from 
the  persecutions  they  subjected  them¬ 
selves  to,  had  they  followed  their  various 
mechanical  occupations  without  engaging 
in  preaching  the  gospel.  But  4.  It  was 
;  not  the  case  witli  all  that  espoused  the 
i  cause,  of  Christ  at  that  early  period  that 
I  they  were  poor  and  despised;  for  “a 
'great  company  of  the  priests  became 
obedient  to  the  faith,”  and  “  honourable 
imen  and  women  not  a  few.”  There  was 
iSaul  of  Tarsus,  a  popular  Pharisee,  a 
man  in  great  repute  and  esteem  among 
the  Jews — His  education,  his  prejudices, 
his  life,  his  interest,  his  connexions, 
were  all  opposed  to  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 
Christianity  had  not  a  bitterer  enemy  in 
the  world  than  this  same  man  was.  But 
he  at  length  became  a  preacher  of  that 
very  gospel  that  he  once  sought  to  des¬ 
troy  ;  and  we  hear  him  saying  to  his  Gal- 
latian  brethren,  “The  Gospel  which  was 
preached  of  me  is  not  after  man  :  For  I 
neither  received  it  of  man,  neither  was 
1  taught  it  but  by  the  revelation  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.”  Now  can  any  person  in 
his  senses  believe  Paul  was  a  de«*eiver 
and  an  impostor  ?  Can  any  man  believe 
that  he  would  have  given  up  “the  Jews’ 
religion,”  in  which  he  “  profited  above 
many  of  his  equals,”  renounced  all  his 
former  hatred  to  the  Gospel,  given  up  his 
former  occupations,  connexions,  friends, 
popularity,  interest,ease  and  all,  and  zea¬ 
lously  engaged,  and  persevered  through 
life,  in  the  promulgation  of  what  he  had 
once  so  perfectly  hated,  and  what  he  then 
knew  to  be  an  absolute  falsehood,  and 
voluntarily  subjected  himself  to  poverty, 
disgrace,  persecution  and  death  ?  Im¬ 
possible  !  Whatever  might  have  been 
the  fact,  Paul,  and  likewise  the  other 
apostles,  must  have  believed  that  Christ 
was  risen  from  the  dead.  For  they  had 
no  motive  for,  but  every  motive  against, 
acting  as  they  did,  unless  they  had  thus 
believed. 

The  objector  will  now  doubtless  aban¬ 
don  this  proposition,and  take  the  ground. 

Secondly,  “That  Christ  did  not  arise 
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from  the  dead,  but  his  disciples  be¬ 
lieved  he  did,  and  were  themselves  de¬ 
ceived.” 

But  is  this  position  any  more  tenable 
than  the  first  ?  I  answer  unhesitatingly, 
No  ;  it  cannot  be  sustained  with  any 
more  plausibility  or  color  of  evidence 
than  the  other.  The  circumstances  of 
the  apostles  were  such  that  they  could 
not  have  been  deceived  in  relation  to  the 
important  event  of  which  they  were  eye 
witnesses,  and  concerning  which  their' 
testimony  was  given. 

1.  They  could  not  have  been  deceived  ■ 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  person  of  Jesus. 
For  they  had  associated  with  him  on ! 
terms  of  the  greatest  familiarity  for  a  term  j 
of  years — they  had  seen  the  stupendous! 
miracles  he  wrought  in  attestation  of  thej 
divinity  of  his  mission — they  had  heard 
the  gracious  words  that  proceeded  from 
his  mouth,  when  he  spake  as  never  man 
spake  before — had  observed  his  person 
minutely,  and  carefully  watched  all  his 
actions,  his  countenance,  and  his  conver¬ 
sation  previous  to  his  crucifixion.  After 
his  resurrection,  they  had  ample  opportu¬ 
nity  of  examining  and  knowing  for  cer¬ 
tainty,  whether  he  were  the  same  identi¬ 
cal  person  with  whom  they  had  travelled 
and  associated  for  years  :  for  he  was  with : 
them,  after  his  resurrection,  ate  with! 
them,  and  conversed  with  them  familiar- ! 
ly  and  freipiently,  for  forty  days  previous' 
to  his  ascension.  They  could  not  there- 1 
fore  have  been  deceived  as  to  this  person 
being  the  same  that  they  had  just  seen 
expiring  in  agony  on  the  cross.  He 
showed  them  his  hands  and  his  feet  thro’ 
which  the  nails  had  been  driven,  and 
his  side  that  had  been  pierced  with  the 
spoar,  and  .said  “  behold  my  hands  and 
my  feet,  that  it  is  I  myself ;  for  a  spirit 
hath  not  flesh  and  bones  as  you  see  me ; 
have.” 

2.  The  circumstances,  views  and  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  apostles,  at  the  time  of  the 
crucifixion  and  resurrection  of  Christ, were  i 
such  that  nothing  short  of  the  most  full, ! 
positive,  overwhelming  and  irresistible 
evidence  of  the  fact — nothing  short  of 
tlie  very  fact  itself,  could  have  perstia- 
ded  them  to  believe  “the  Lord'  was  risen 
indeed.”  For  the  crucifixion  was  an  e- ■ 
vent  they  were  entirely  unprepared  tO' 
expect ;  and  still  less  were  they  at  that 
time  prepared  to  expect  the  resurrection 
of  Christ,  For  though  he  had  often  told 
them  that  he  should  be  crucified,  and! 
rise  the  third  day  from  the  dead,  yet  none  i 
of  them  could  believe  it,  that  is,  in  a  lit-  \ 
eral  sense.  They  doubtless  thought,  as  he 
spake  to  them  so  much  in  parables,  that 
he  alluded  to  some  temporary  shock  that 
his  cause  should  receive,  &  its  subsequent 
rise  to  glory  and  dignity ,aDd  the  display  of 


kingly  authority  on  his  part.  On  one  or  two 
occasions,  when  he  spake  of  the  sufler- 
ings  he  was  to  endure,  Peter  boldly  con¬ 
tradicted  him,  saying,  “  Lord,  this  shall 
never  be.”  They  knew  the  miraculous 
power  he  possessed  W’as  suflicient  to 
guard  him  against  such  a  calamity ;  and 
besides,  they  were  willing  to  fight  for 
him;  and  Peter  did  actually  draw  the 
sword  in  his  defence.  But  when  they 
saw  he  would  not  allow  them  to  fight  for 
him,  that  he  unresistingly  gave  himself 
up  to  his  enemies,  and  that  he  was  actu¬ 
ally  in  the  hands  and  power  of  the  insen- 
sed  Jews,  they  all  forsook  him  and  aban¬ 
doned  him  to  his  fate.  And  when  the 
dangers  thickened,  and  the  clouds  of 
darkness  gathered,  and  the  sun  in  dark¬ 
ness  veiled  his  face,  and  the  tremendous 
hour  of  his  death  arrived,  no  friend  was 
nigh,  no  faithful  apostle  stood  by,  no 
voice  of  sympathy  greeted  his  ear— one 
had  betrayed,  another  denied,  all  had  for¬ 
saken  him.  A  universal  trepidation  had 
seized  his  followers — all  their  hopes  of 
his  being  the  Messiah  were  blasted — 
all  their  high  expectations  of  future 
greatness  and  glory  in  his  kingdom  had 
vanished — and  they  abandoned  them¬ 
selves  to  disappointment,  despondency 
and  grief.  So  entirely  unprepared  were 
they  to  expect  his  resurrection,  that  they 
could  not  believe  it  for  some  time  after  it 

had  actually  taken  place - they  were 

‘•slow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the 
prophets  had  spoken  concerning  him  ;” 
and  though  the  two  disciples  that  travel 
led,  on  the  day  of  his  resurrection,  to 
Emmaus,  had  heard,  in  the  morning, 
that  he  was  risen,  yet  they  could  not  be¬ 
lieve  it,  but  still  gave  themselves  up  to 
despondency,  saying,  (as  Jesus,  unknown 
to  them,  walked  and  conversed  with 
them  by  the  way,)  “we  trusted  that  it  had 
been  he  that  should  have  redeemed  Is¬ 
rael  ;”  as  much  as  to  s.iy,  “though  we 
did  expect  this,  we  can  trust  to  so  futile 
and  idle  a  hope  no  longer ;  and  though  it 
is  reported  he  is  risen  from  the  dead,  we 
cannot  believe  it.”  When  it  was  told 
to  the  apostles  that  Christ  was  risen  from 
the  dead,  they  believed  it  not ;  it  was  so 
astonishing  an  event,  they  could  not  be¬ 
lieve  without  occular  demonstration  of 
the  fact.  And  one  of  them  declares, 
“Except  I  shall  see  in  his  hands  the 
print  of  the  nails,  and  put  my  finger  in 
to  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  thrust  my 
hand  into  his  side,  /  will  not  believe.'’'’ — 
But  he  afterwards  had  all  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  that  he  wanted,  and  was  constrained 
ito  exclaim,  ‘  my  Lord,  and  my  God  !” 

I  What  then,  1  ask,  un  ler  all  these  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  propensity  in  the  apos¬ 
tles  to  unbelief,  could  have  persuaded 
ithem  into  the  belief  that  Christ  w  as  risen 


;from  the  dead.’  I  answer  nothing  but 
I  the  most  palpable  and  incontrovertible 
;  evidence — nothing  but  such  kind  of  evi¬ 
dence  as  could  not  deceive — nothing  but 
'  the  fact  itself  could  have  convinced  them. 
They  could  not  have  worked  themselves 
into  this  belief  without  evidence:  for 
every  motive,  and  every  circumstance, 
and  every  fact  in  the  case,  is  against  such 
a  supposition.  And  certainly  the  Jews, 
the  enemies  of  Christ,  could  not  have  de¬ 
ceived  the  disciples  into  the  belief  of  the 
resurrection  ;  but  they  used  every  means 
in  their  power  to  prevent  this  belief  from 
gaining  credit.  And  if  it  had  not  been  a 
fact,  they  would  have  adduced  the  body 
of  Christ,  in  refutation  of  the  story  that 
he  was  risen  from  the  dead.  But  this 
they  did  not  do — and  why.’  Ans.  Be- 
esuse  they  could  not ;  for  the  plain  reason 
that  it  had  been  raisi^d  from  the  dead, 
j  3.  The  great  length  of  time  that  tran¬ 
spired  between  the  resurrection  and  as¬ 
cension  of  Christ ;  the  great  number  of 
times,  during  the  forty  days,  that  be 
showed  himself,  and  conversed  familiar- 
:  ly  with  his  disciples ;  and  the  great  num¬ 
ber  of  witnesses  that  saw  him — his  be- 
iing  seen  not  only  by  the  twelve,  but  by 
many  others,  and  at  one  time,  by  more 
than  five  hundred,  of  whom  the  greater 
part  were  still  living  when  Paul  wrote  to 
the  Corinthians — all  these  considerations 
go  to  show  the  utter  impossibility  of  the 
I  disciples  being  deceived,  or  of  there  he¬ 
wing  any  alienation  or  hallucination  of 
mind  in  those  eye  witnesses  of  the  risen 
Saviour.  At  all  events,  a  mvade  must 
have  been  wrought,  by  God  himself,  to 
have  produced  such  a  deception  on  their 
! minds,  allowing  they  were  deceived. 
!And  can  any  person  believe  that  God 
would  work  a  miracle  in  order  to  deceive 
the  apostles,  and  by  them  to  deceive  the 
world,  when  they  doubt  that  God  is  able 
to  raise  the  dead  .’  Impossible.  But 
I  4.  Even  granting  that  the  disciples 
were,  or  could  by  any  possible  means 
have  been  deceived,  in  relation  to  the 
resurrection  of  Christ,  (which,  however, 
I  think  no  rational  person  can  admit,)  it 
was  utterly  impossible  they  could  have 
been  deceived  in  reference  to  their  own 
miraculous  powers  which  they  claimed  to 
;  exercise  in  the  name  of  Jesus  —they 
claimed  to  raise  the  dead,  cast  out  de¬ 
mons,  restore  the  sick,  the  lame,  the 
(blind,  and  to  talk  and  preach  in  diverse 
unknown  tongues,  and  that  intelligibly  to 
all  nations.  Now  they  could  not  have 
been  deceived  in  relation  to  these  things, 
even  if  they  could  in  reference  to  others. 
iTliey  did  absolutely  knoto  whether  they 
I  could  raise  the  dead,  heal  the  sick,  cast 
I  out  demons,  and  speak  with  diverse 
I  tongues.  That  they  did  actually  perform 
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miracles,  is  acknowledged  even  by  their 
enemies,  (see  Acts,  iv.  16,)  who  say  of 
Peter  and  John  who  had  healed  the  crip¬ 
ple,  “  that  indeed  a  notable  miracle  hath 
been  done  by  them,  is  manifest  by  all 
them  that  dwell  in  Jerusalem ;  and  we 
cannot  deny  it.  But  that  it  spread  no 
farther  among  the  people,  let  us  straightly 
threaten  them,  that  they  speak  hence¬ 
forth  to  no  man  in  this  name.”  The 
performance  of  miracles  was  so  treejuent 
with  the  apostles  that  they  were  consid¬ 
ered  the  infallible  signs  and  evidence  of 
apoatleship.  Hence  Paul  appeals  (2  Cor. 
xii.  11,  12,)  to  his  brethren  among  whom 
he  liad  labored,  in  vindication  of  his 
c-biims  to  apostleship,  and  says,  “  For  in 
nothing  am  I  behind  the  very  chietest 
apostles,  though  I  be  nothing.  Truly 
the  sitjas  oj  an  apostle  were  wrought 
among  you  in  all  patience,  in  signs,  and 
wonders,  and  mighty  deeds.”  Now,  had 
no  such  “  signs  and  w'onders”  been 
wrought  by  Paul,  would  he,  could  he 
have  believed  they  had  }  Certainly  not. 
Neither  could  the  other  apostles  have 
been  deceived  in  reference  to  this  mirac¬ 
ulous  power  which  they  claimed.  JMuch 
less  could  Paul,  or  any  others,  have  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  very  people  among  whom 
they  professed  to  have  wrought  miracles, 
as  they  did,  had  it  not  been  an  absolute 
and  notorious  fact.  There  is,  therefore, 
no  conclusion  to  which  we  can  come  upon 
this  subject  but  this— the  apostles  did 
know  the  things  whereof  they  atfirmed,  j 
and  could  not  possibly  have  been  de-i 
ceived. 

As  we  have  shown  the  first  two  propo- ! 
sitions  stated,  to  be  false,  and  without  even ' 
the  shadow  of  evidence  to  support  them,  | 
we  may  now  with  all  confidence  assert, ; 

Thirdly,  ‘‘  That  Christ  did  arise  from  | 
the  dead  and  the  disciples  knew  he  did.” . 

This  proposition  is  the  only  one  tliat  ^ 
can  be  sustained  ;  and  it  is  oue  too  that  [ 
can  never  be  refuted.  Without  the  ad- 1 
mission  of  this  proposition,  it  is  utterly  ! 
impossible  to  account  for  the  timidity  and , 
pusillanimity  of  the  apostles  at  the  timej 
of  the  crucifixion,  and  their  subsequent  i 
boldness  and  courage  in  the  cause  ofi 
Christianity.  Peter  denied  his  master  | 
on  the  eve  of  his  crucifixion,  cursed  and  j 
swore  that  he  knew  not  the  man.  All  i 
the  disciples  abandoned  the  cause,  and  j 
were  cast  down  in  the  deepest  despon-  j 
dency  and  gloom,  and  scattered  as  sheep  j 
without  a  shepherd.  But  all  at  once  we 
see  their  little  band  reorganised,  rein-j 
spired  with  fresh  courage,  and  boldly 
stepping  forward  in  the  midst  of  danger  j 
and  death,  asserting  themselves  the  dis-! 
ciples  and  apostles  of  Christ,  declaring 
he  had  risen  from  the  dead  and  they  were 
»vitnesses  of  the  fact.  Moreover  they 


i  boldly  and  unhesitatingly  charged  home 
the  crime  of  murderiny  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  upon  the  Jewish  rulers,  saying, 

“  Him  have  ye  taken  and  with  wicked 
hands  have  crucified  and  slain,  whom 
God  hath  raised  up  from  tin  dead,  where¬ 
of  we  are  witnesses.”  In  no  possible 
way  cau  this  astonishing  change  in  the 
conduct  of  the  apostles  be  accounted  for 
but  by  admitting  the  truth  of  this  propo¬ 
sition. 

Again,  the  astonishing  suotcss  of  the 
apostles — considering  that  they^were  un¬ 
learned  and  illiterate  men,  and  the  many  ; 
obstacles  they  had  to  encounter,  and  that ' 
their  labors  commenced  at  Jerusalem,  the 
very  place  where  Jesus  was  crucified, 
where  the  bitterest  enmity  against  Christ  j 
prevailed,  the  very  centre  and  focus  of 
all  opposition — can  be  accounted  for  only 
by  admitting  the  fact  i  f  the  resurrection. 
On  the  day  of  Pentecost,  the  very  first 
day  of  their  public  ministry,  three  thou¬ 
sand  were  brought  into  the  faith  of  the 
gospel,  through  the  instrumentality  of 
these  twelve  unlearned  fishermen  and 
mechanics.  No  wild  enthusiasm  and 
mad  fanaticism  characterised  their  labors : 
but  firm,  bold,  conscientious  and  perse¬ 
vering,  they  laid  the  truth  in  its  simplicity 
before  their  hearers,  appealing  to  mira- 1 
cles  in  proof  of  what  they  asserted:  and 
so  clearly  did  they  demonstrate  and  prove  | 
what  they  affirmed,  that  in  despite  of  all  | 
the  authority  and  opposition  of  the  Jews,  i 
and  every  clfort  that  was  made  to  check  ' 
the  progress  of  the  new  religion,  “  the 
word  of  God  increased,  and  the  number, 
of  the  disciples  multiplied  in  Jerusalem] 
greatly ;  and  a  great  company  of  the ; 
priests  became  obedient  to  the  faith.”: 
Those  things, concerning  which  the  apos-i 
ties  bore  witness,  were  not  done  in  a  cor-i 
ner,  but  openly  and  publicly ;  and  the  i 
people  could  examine  them  for  them- 1 
^selves.  And  had  it  been  possible  to  dis-  [ 
prove  or  contradict  their  assertions  the 
Jews  would  have  done  it.  But  they  did 
not,  nay,  they  could  not,  disprove  them — 
and  for  no  other  reason  but  because  they  i 
were  true.  Onward  still  the  apostles  pro- j 
ceed — onward  still  the  faith  progresses — 
in  less  than  thirty  years  it  prevails  to  a  ' 
great  extent  throughout  all  Judea,  and  in  | 
a  few  centuries  reaches  the  very  throne  i 
of  the  Emperor,  and  the  Roman  empire,  i 
the  civilized  w'orld,  becomes  Christian !  j 

In  conclusion,  I  would  remark,  I  cannot  con-  \ 
ceive  how  any  rational  mind  can  doubt,  or  liow  | 
any  person  can  ask  for  more  full  or  ample  evi¬ 
dence  than  already  exists  of  the  resurrection  of 
Christ.  And  this  fact  being  established  beyond 
the  possibility  of  refutation,  Christianity  rests  upon 
a  foundation  tliat  can  never  be  removed.  It  is 
the  rock  of  ages  against  which  the  gates  of  hell 
can  never  prevail.  The  waves  of  scepticism  may 
j  roll  over  it,  but  they  cannot  wear  it  away— the 
,1  storms  of  infidelity  may  beat  upon  it,  but  it  is  fix- 


'  ed  and  can  never  be  jostled  out  of  its  place.  Its 
towering  summit  reaches  to  tlie  throne  of  God — 
its  light  beams  afar  on  life’s  dark  ocean,  dissipates 
the  darkness  of  the  grave,  illumines  the  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death  with  Heaven’s  own  glories — 
it  holds  the  chalice  of  jov  to  the  trembling  lips  of 
mourners,  wipes  the  falling  tear  from  sorrow’s 
weeping  eye,  and  points  to  joys  unearthly  in  the 
Paradise  of  God ;  by  assuring  us  that  bccausfe 
I  Christ  lives,  we  shall  live  also.  I  ask  then,  is  not 
xhristianity  worthy  of  the  Being  it  claims  for  its 
'author?  worthy  the  mediation  of  the  Messiah 
,  who  came  to  establish  it  ?  and  worthy  the  accep¬ 
tance,  the  obedience,  the  joy  and  everlasting  grat¬ 
itude  of  man  ?  Methinks  I  hear  every  soul  ro- 
isponding,  “yes,  surely,  Christianity  is  worthy  of 
all  this.”  Again,  I  ask,  is  there  one  soul  within 
the  sound  of  my  voice  who  can  take  his  Bible,  and 
sit  down  alone  m  his  closet,  and  peruse  the  sacred 
pages  that  record  the  labors  and  sufferings  of  tho 
innocent  Jesus,  narrated  in  the  simple,  unadorn¬ 
ed  style  of  the  Evangelists,  and  bring  home  to  his 
bosom  the  awful  day  of  the  cruciti.xion,  the  horror 
and  despair  that  reigned  through  the  little  band 
of  liis  followers,  the  expiring  agonies  of  Jesus,  his 
dying  praver  for  his  murderers,  the  darkness  that 
covered  the  heavens  at  that  solemn  scene,  the 
lapse  of  trembling  silence  that  succeeded,  and  fol¬ 
low  on  to  tho  sepulchre,  there  wait  till  the 
morning  of  tho  resurrection  dawned,  and  bring 
home  the  momentous  importance  of  that  stupen¬ 
dous  event,  with  the  transjwrts  of  surprise  and 
unutterable  feelings  of  his  followers,  when  the 
declaration  was  made,  “  the  Lord  is  risen  indeed" 
— is  there  one,  I  say,  who  can  thus  bring  home 
this  subject  to  his  mind,  under  all  these  circum¬ 
stances,  without  feeling  a  thrill  of  sacred  joy,  a 
sort  of  melancholy  pleasure,  mingled  with  a  holy 
triumph,  rushing  through  every  avenue  of  his 
'soul,  and  lifting  his  thoughts  to  God— hTs  hopes 
to  heaven  ?  If  there  is  one  who  can  do  this  with¬ 
out  feeling  any  thing  more  than  an  ordinary  sen¬ 
sation,  without  feeling  himself  deeply  interested 
in  the  subject,  I  envy  not  either  his  mental  en¬ 
dowments  or  the  refinement  of  his  sensibilities. 

But,  brethren,  1  need  not  lengthen  this  dis¬ 
course,  nor  protract  these  remarks,  any  farther 
on  your  account.  I  trust  you  do  not  need  them, 
either  to  produce  or  to  confirm  your  faith  in  Chris¬ 
tianity.  My  main  object  in  exhibiting  these  ar¬ 
guments  before  voii,  is,  to  furnish  you,  at  hand, 
with  a  concise,  plain,  and  successful  method  of 
meeting  opposers  of  Christianity.  The  arguments 
I  have  adduced  arc  but  a  small  part  of  the  argu¬ 
ments  that  can  be  adduced  on  the  subject :  but  it 
is  believed  thry  arc  amply  sufficient  to  answer 
every  purpose  for  which  they  arc  intended.  For 
no  enemy  of  the  gospel  is  able  to  meet  fairly,  and 
answer  the  argumeincnts  here  laid  down. 

CHRISTMAS  EVE. 

The  anniversary  of  our  Saviour’s  birth,  was 
celebrated  with  much  joy  and  spirit  by  the  Uni- 
vcrsalist  society  in  Clinton,  on  the  evening  of  the 
|21thult.  We  much  regretted  that  it  was  abso¬ 
lutely  out  of  our  power  (by  reason  of  the  multi- 
jdicity  of  avocations)  to  comply  with  the  very 
pressing  invitation  received,  to  attend  with  Br. 

,  S.  R.  Smith  on  that  happy  occasion.  Several  of 
our  friends  from  tliis  village  were  present,  and 
represent  it  as  a  truly  interesting  and  joyful  meet¬ 
ing.  The  church  was  decorated  with  much  tasto 
— the  audience  as  numerous  as  could  be  coinfor- 
tably  accommodated — the  singing  excellent,  and 
I  the  preaching  still  better.  May  the  lessons 
of  divine  instruction,  and  the  consolations  and 
joys  of  that  happy  occasion,  long  be  remember^ 
with  gratitude,  and  be  productive  of  the  fruits  of 
y  righteousness,  “peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to 
P  men.” 
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THE  NEW  YEAR. 

The  Editor  being  a  plain  man,  is  by  no  means 
fond  of  a  profusion  of  compliments  ;  but  he  can¬ 
not  resist  the  temptation  on  this  occasion  to  in¬ 
dulge  in  a  propensity  so  universally  prevalent  at 
this  season— His  however  is  not  a  mere  compli¬ 
ment,  but  the  ardent  desire  of  his  heart— He  sin¬ 
cerely  wishes  all  his  readers,  a  very  joyous,  health¬ 
ful,  prosperous,  and — in  all  respects — a  HAPPY 
NEW-YEAR. _ 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  Gospel  Mvocate  was  commenced  seven 
years  since  at  Buffalo  in  this  state,  and  for  some 
time  conducted  with  ability  by  Mr.  Gross,  a  wor¬ 
thy  and  venerable  father  in  our  Israel;  till  at 
length  the  infirmities  of  age  induced  him  to  retire 
from  the  editorial  chair;  at  wliich  time  the  paper 
passed  into  the  hands  of  our  worthy  and  esteem¬ 
ed  brother,  L.  S.  Everett  (now  of  Charlestown, 
Mass.)  and  was  conducted  by  him  for  four  or  five 
years,  that  is  during  the  greatest  part  of  its  exis¬ 
tence.  He  being  in  the  vigor  of  youthful  man¬ 
hood,  possessing  strong  powers  of  mind,  and  a 
firmness,  devotion  and  zeal  commensurate  with 
the  great  and  glorious  cause  in  which  he  was  en¬ 
gaged,  the  Advocate,  under  his  editorial  conduct, 
accomplished  much  in  the  work  of  intellectual 
emancipation,  religious  improvement,  and  e.xten- 
ding  the  knowledge  of  the  doctrine  of  God’s  im¬ 
partial  and  universal  grace  and  salvation.  By 
the  firm  and  fearless  course  that  it  took  in  the 
cause  of  religious  liberty  and  equal  privileges  to 
all  men,  spiritual  tyrants  were  made  to  tremble, 
religious  bigots  to  gnaw  their  tongues  for  pain; 
but  the  meek  and  humble  followers  of  Jesus,  to 
rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory,  in 
view  of  the  sublime  and  soul-cheering  doctrine  of 
equal  and  universal  grace,  and  the  final  purity, 
emancipation  and  bliss  of  all  the  intellectual 
oflspringof  God,  which itspages  inculcated.  Thus 
did  this  paper  gain  for  its  editor  a  well  merited 
reputation,  and  for  itself  a  deserved  and  exten¬ 
sive  patronage. 

Concerning  the  merits  of  the  Erans'elical  Mag¬ 
azine,  which  during  the  tluee  years  of  its  exis¬ 
tence  has  been  conducted  by  the  present  Editor 
and  publisher,  it  becomes  not  us  to  speak.  Our 
numerous  and  enlightenetl  patrons  will  be  the 
best  and  most  impartial  judges  in  this  respect. 
But  if  we  may  judge  from  the  widely  extended 
and  still  increasing  patronage  it  has  gained,  we 
may  without  presumption  conclude  it  has  not 
been  read  without  some  degree  of  interest  by  the 
public. 

These  two  papers  are  now  united,  and  hence¬ 
forth  wiH  be  me  medium  of  communication  to 
the  enlightened  and  liberal  public  which  has  hith¬ 
erto  to  generously  extended  its  patronage  to  the 
two  papers,  and  thereby  been  the  means  of  bring¬ 
ing  thousands  from  the  darkness  of  superstition 
and  error,  to  the  light  of  divine  truth,  and  from 
spiritual  bondage  to  the  true  liberty  of  the  goe-  . 


pel  of  peace.  We  shall  spare  no  pains  or  ex¬ 
pense  on  our  part  to  sustain  for  the  Magazine 
and  Advocate  all  the  reputation  that  has  hereto¬ 
fore  been  acquired  by  both  papers,  and  to  make 
it  both  interesting  and  profitable  to  its  patrons; 
and  we  ate  full  in  the  confidence  that  we  shall 
succeed  in  this  arduous  and  responsible  underta¬ 
king,  should  no  e.xtraordinary  and  unforeseen  cir- 
I  cumstance  occur  to  prevent;  for  we  shall  not  on¬ 
ly  devote  our  own  mental  and  bodily  exertions  to 
this  end,  but  we  are  sustained  and  seconded  by 
the  great  body  of  believers  in  like  precious  faith 
with  us,  throughout  this  and  other  adjacent  states; 
and  all  the  able  and  faithful  writers  who  have 
heretofore  contributed  to  the  columns  of  both  pa¬ 
pers,  kindly  volunteer  a  continuance  of  their  pro¬ 
ductions  to  enrich  the  pages  of  the  Magazine  and 
.\dvoeate.  By  this  union,  whieh  has  been  effi'e- 
ted  with  the  most  cordial  feelings  on  all  hands, 
and  (so  far  as  we  can  learn)  in  aecordance  with 
the  wishes  of  all  our  patrons,  the  paper  will  be 
furnished  at  a  much  lower  price  (according  to  the 
quantity  of  reading  matter  it  contains)  than  ei¬ 
ther  of  them  ever  have  been  before.  And  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  quantity  of  brevier  type  used  in 
this,  we  give  our  readers  even  more  matter  than 
was  promised  in  our  prospectus.  This,  however, 

I  we  can  well  afford  to  do,  provided  all  our  patrons 
!  continne  their  support,  and  use  their  inff uence  to 
extend  the  circulation  still  w’ider.  May  we  not 
then,  appeal  with  confidence  to  all  our  readers 
and  patrons,  and  to  a  liberal  public  in  aid  of  our 
undertaking?  May  we  not  ask  (and  that  too 
with  the  confidence  that  it  is  not  in  vain)  tliat  our 

friends  will  use  their  endeavors  to  obtain  more 
good  subscribers,  and  thus  be  the  means  of  send¬ 
ing  the  Magazine  and  Advocate  to  thousands  who 
as  yet  have  never  seen  its  pages? 

If  ever  there  was  a  time  that  loudly  called  for 
watchfulness  and  perseverance — if  ever  there  was 
a  time  that  imperiously  demanded  the  vigil¬ 
ance,  zeal  and  faitlifulness  of  liberal  minded  men, 
the  friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty — that  time 
is  note.  Bigots  are  now  awake — spiritual  tyrants 
are  on  the  alert  to  spy  out  our  liberties,  take  away 
our  rights,  destroy  our  freedom,  and  rivet  the 
chains  of  ecclesiastical  domination  on  the  free¬ 
born  sons  of  America.  No  effjjrt  is  unmade,  no 
stone  is  left  unturned,  to  accomplish  their  unhal¬ 
lowed  purposes.  Even  C’<»i"r«ss  must  be  assailed 
from  all  quarters,  and  their  attention  diverted 
from  their  ordinary  business,  by  these  self-righte¬ 
ous  Pharisees,  who  attempt  to  lord  it  over  God’s 
heritage  and  to  govern  all  men  by  their  conscien-  j 
ces.  From  Maine  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  a 
combination  has  been  entered  into  by  the  self-  ^ 
styled  Orthodox,  to  importune  Congress,  and  per- 1 
severe  in  their  efforts,  till  the  “wedge  is  entered,”  j 
and  that  august  body  shall  succumb  to  their  die- 1 
tation,  and— condescend  to  give  the  priests  the  i 
reigns  of  government,  and,  forsooth,  establish  a ! 
national  religim.  This — the  union  of  Church  and  > 
State — is  the  ultimatum  towards  which  they  are 
aiming;  nothing  short  of  this  will  satisfy  them. 
And  this  once  accomplished,  then  Heretics,  be- . 
teore !  Sampson  is  shorn  of  bis  locks,  and  the  i 


I  ■  .  -  ■  — ■ 

j  Philistmes  are  upon  him.— An  Inquisition  is  es¬ 
tablished,  and— Liberty,  faretoell ! 

This  is  an  event,  a  state  of  things,  that  we  do 
not,  we  cannot,  bcUeve  trill  take  place;  for  we  do 
not  believe  the  great  body  of  the  American  peo¬ 
ple  will  allow  it  to  be  accomplished.  We  are 
'  confident  that  nine  tenths  of  our  population  would 
be  opposed  to  every  thing  of  this  description,  if 
they  were  awake  to  the  subject,  and  were  to  ex¬ 
press  themselves  en  masse;  but  let  the  great  body 
of  our  citizens  deep  m  their  poots,  and  not  act  at 
all,  while  Dr.  Ely’s  “Christian  party  in  politics” 
are  all  awake,  active  and  persevering  in  their  at- 
!  tempts  upon  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  they  will 
'1  as  surely  succeed  as  like  causes  produce  like  ef¬ 
fects.  To  e.xpose  the  arts  and  machinations  of 
I  the  enemies  of  freedom,  to  arouse  the  attention 
,,  of  the  public  to  a  sen.se  of  thedangers  thatthreat- 
jlen  them,  to  induce  them  to  read,  reffect  and  act 
like  men,  like  Christians  and  freemen,  will  em¬ 
ploy  a  considerable  share  of  our  labo^. 

I  We  believe  in  Christianity — we  love  the  gospel 
Ij  — and  would  fain  defend  it  from  the  snares  of  it* 

I  enemies.  And  so  sure  as  Christianity  is  true,  so 
I  sure  is  it  that  Christ’s  “kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world.”  Whenever,  therefore,  Christianity  is  con¬ 
nected  with  politics,  united  with  state,  and  sought 
to  be  honored  and  supported  by  government,  as 
such,  it  is  betrayed,  defiled,  prostituted.  Heaven- 
descended  Christianity  needs  not  the  adscititious 
trappings  of  state.  She  “is,  when  unadorned, 
adorned  the  most.”  Ornaments  do  but  disfigure 
her,  wealth  only  impoverishes,  and  rank  docs  but 
degrade  her.  I.et  her  stand  then,  on  her  own 
immortal  foundation,  pure  and  uncontaminated 
and  exert  freely  her  benign  influence  on  the 
hearts,  and  her  heavenly  control  over  the  passions 
of  men. 

-Again;  wo  believe  the  doctrines  of  Christianity 
have  been  most  wofully  corrupted,  and  dreadful¬ 
ly  perverted,  by  the  dogmas  and  inventions  of 
men;  and  that  only  by  their  being  restored  to 
;  their  native  purity  and  simplicity,  can  Christiani¬ 
ty  prosper  in  our  land.  Christianity  in  its  purity, 
is  simple,  rational,  beautiful  and  glorious,  and  ail 
its  doctrines  commend  themselves  to  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  enlightened  reason.  But  so  long  as 
I  many  of  the  doctrines,  that  arc  falsely  called  Or¬ 
thodox  in  our  day,  are  taught,  and  the  wild  chi¬ 
meras,  dogmas  and  inventions  of  men  are  substi- 
I  tuted  for  pure  Christianity,  so  long  will  infidelity 
'  ot  the  whole  system  find  a  rich  soil  in  which  to 
thrive.  To  lop  off  the  excrescences,  restore  the 
doctrines  to  their  purity,  inculcate  the  divine  uni- 
j  ty  and  infinite  perfections  of  the  Deity,  teach  the 
sublime  and  soul-animating  doctrine  of  the  impar¬ 
tial  grace  of  God,  and  the  ultimate  holiness  and 
happiness  of  all  his  intellectual  offspring,  with 
the  high  and  holy  duties  which  this  system  en¬ 
joins,  of  loving  God  supremely  because  he  first  lov- 
!  ed  us,  and  exercising  umversal  philanthropy  to 
I  men;  will  constitute  no  inconsiderable  part  of  our 
i  labors.  We  shall  cheerfully  admit  into  our  col¬ 
umns  communications  from  those  who  difier  from 
us  in  sentiment,  if  written  in  a  proper  style  and 
spirit.  We  court  investigation,  and  hold  ourselves 
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open  to  coni’iction.  We  mean  to  be  pencrous  to 
our  enemies,  raithfiil  to  our  friends,  impartial  to 
all.  Such  as  our  lalrars  have  l>ecn,  are,  and  will 
be,  we  crave  on  them  the  puidancc  and  blessinp 
of  Heaven,  and  commend  them  to  our  patrons 
and  an  enliphtcncd  public,  askinp  them  to  jiidpe 
them  with  riphteoiis  judgment,  ami  award  to  us 
only  what  we  shall  merit  at  their  hands. 

PROGRESS  OF  LNIVERSAIJSM. 

From  all  points  of  the  com|>ass  we  hear  of  the 
progress  of  truth  and  the  wide  spreading  influence 
of  the  doctrine  of  universal  grace  and  salvation. 
In  the  eastern  states  its  progress  for  the  last  two 
or  three  years  has  been  almost  unparalleled ;  and 
in  this  region  witliin  a  few  months  past,  it  has  as-, 
sumed  a  more  decided  tone,  a  more  exalted  stand, ' 
and  is  beginning  to  exert  a  more  powerful  and 
salutary  influence.  | 

Dartmouth  CoUff'f. — This  nurseiy  of  science,  i 
formerly  the  nursery  of  Calvinism,  wc  are  happy 
to  learn  is  becoming  (i.  e.  its  students  and  many 
of  its  professors)  deeide<lly  liberal.  By  two  com¬ 
munications  from  students  in  this  College',  to  the 
respective  Flditors  of  the  Religious  Iiupiirer, 
and  the  Trumpet  and  Magazine,  publislu'd  in 
those  papers,  welcam  that  a  majority  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  are  of  libi^rai  views,  and  many  ofthem  de¬ 
cidedly  and  openly  Uni  versalists,  and  able  .advo¬ 
cates  and  defenders  of  the  doctrine.  Br.  .loliii 
More  of  Lebanon,  has  recently  preached  there  to 
very  large  and  rps|icctable  assemblies,  and  bis  la¬ 
bors  arc  likely  to  be  attembsl  with  the  most  hap¬ 
py  results  to  the  cause  of  truth. 

Troy  and  Jllbanii,  V'.— In  Troy  the  doctrine 
is  spreading  with  great  rapidity  ;  the  nu'etings  of 
the  society,  enjoying  the  able  labors  of  Br.  B. 
Whittemore,  arc  crowded,  we  understand,  to  over¬ 
flowing;  and  the  society  bave  n'cently  been  obli¬ 
ged  to  enlarge  their  Meeting  House  to  accommo¬ 
date  all  that  attend.  In  Albany  a  new  church  has 
lately  been  erected,  in  which  preaching  has  l>een 
iiad  the  most  of  the  time  since  its  comjiletion,  and 
the  house  been  filled  to  overflowing. 

Frankfort,  German  Flails,  Herkimer,  Columhia 
and  CedarviUe. — In  all  these  places,  M’liere  the 
Editor  has  preached  a  considerable  part  of  the 
time  for  the  last  five  months,  our  meetings  are  al¬ 
ways  full,  the  doctrine  is  heard  with  profound  at¬ 
tention,  received  with  joy,  and  exerts  a  happy  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  lives  of  those  who  receive  it. — 
These  too,  are  places  where  the  doctrine  has  nev¬ 
er  been  prcacherl  but  little,  till  within  this  time. 
Two  regularisocieties  have  lieen  formed.  At  Oe- 
darville  preparations  are  made,  and  the  nuaterials 
arc  some  of  (hem  already  procured,  for  erecting  a 
commodious  house  of  worship,  which  will  doubt¬ 
less  be  completed  early  next  season.  At  Oennan 
Flatts  the  society  have  also  started  a  subscription 
for  the  same  purpose,  and  wc  have  no  doubt  they 
will  succeed  and  build  a  commodious  church  next 
summer. 

BoonvUle. — In  this  place  a  Universalist  has  sel¬ 
dom  preached,  tho’  there  arc  many  believers  in 
and  near  it.  There  is  here  a  Union  Church,  so 
caUed,  owned  by  Presbyterians,  Universalists  and 


Unitarians ;  of  which  there  is  annually  a  division, ' 
or  ap|H>rtionment  of  .Sunday  8,8Ct  off* to  each  cla.ss, 
accoriling  to  the  property  owned.  At  tin;  la.«t 
annual  division,  as  the  Universalists  had  no 
preacher  and  felt  but  little  interested  o-s  to  the  oc- 
cu|>ancy  of  the  house,  few  of  them  attemled,  and 
hence  they  had  but  two  days  set  off’  to  them  du¬ 
ring  the  year.  One  of  those  days  they  allowed  to 
pass  hy  without  getting  a  preacher,  and  suffered 
the  Presbylerians  lo  occupy  Ihe  house.  At  length 
they  were  desirous  of  having  pn-aching,  at  least 
one  day  in  the  year,  and  wrote  to  us  to  come  and 
preach  with  them.  Wc  accordingly  notifif'd  them 
we  would  he  there  on  the  3<1  Sunday,  ulf.  When 
this  was  made  known  Ao  the  Presbyterians,  they 
absolutely  refused  to  allow  th(!  Universali.sts  to 
occupy  the  house  on  that  day,  because  they  said 
it  was  not  Ihe.  day  that  it  belonged  to  the  hitter  ! 
The  Baptist  society  however,  seeing  the  illili- 
erality  ofthe  Presbyterians,  very  kindly  and  gen¬ 
erously  gave  us  the  use  of  their  church,  &  many 
of  them  attended  and  heard  the  discourses  on  that 
occasion.  The  house  was  literally  tilleil,  by  peo¬ 
ple  from  that  and  all  adjoining  towns,  and  the 
iiKist  solemn  anil  devout  attention  was  paid  to  the 
preaching.  The  seed  we  are  confident  fell  on 
gooil  ground  and  will  bring  forth  much  fruit. — 
The  illibcrality  ofthe  Presbyterians  on  that  occa¬ 
sion,  has  aroused  the  Universalists  of  Boonville  | 
to  activity  and  vigilance  lo  that  degree,  that  they 
arc  detcrmiiieil  hereafter,  not  only  to  claim  but  to 
occupy  their  n'g/i/»  in  the  meeting  house.  Thus 
the  wrath  of  man  will  be  made  to  work  the  prai.se 
of  (iotl.  To  niir  br.'tlir.'O  ill  this  place  we  saj’, , 
persevere  and  the  victory  is  yours.  j 

.\t  Sullican,  Russia,  and  various  other  places 
the  cause  is  progressing — truth  is  marching  on, 
conijuering  and  to  conquer. 

In  L'lica,  the  new  church  is  woic  progressing 
with  rapidity,  and  will  shortly  be  completed  for 
dedication  and  occupancy.  In  our  next  wc  in¬ 
tend  giving  a  sketch  of  the  hitherto  e.xisting  and 
present  slate  of  the  cau.se  in  this  place. 

TWO  VIEW.S  OF  THE  SUBJECT. 

A  faithful  friend  and  agent,  who  has  procured 
us  a  large  list  of  subscribers,  writes  as  follows; 

“Some  of  my  tiAvnsrnen,  on  whom  I  have 
called  to  subscribe  for  the  .Magazine  and  Advo¬ 
cate,  have  said  to  me,  ‘Why,  I  believe  in  the 
doctrine  of  Universal  Salvation,  to  be  sure,  and 
am  as  firm  ns  the  hills,  and  I  understand  it  so 
well,  it  will  do  mo  no  good  to  take  a  paper  de¬ 
voted  to  its  inculcation — 1  shall  learn  nothing 
new  by  it,  and  1  believe  1  won’t  subscribe.’ — ; 
To  one  man  who  made  this  plea  to  me  the  otl.-j 
er  day — he  was  a  wealthy  farmer  and  abundant- 1 
ly  able  to  take  a  dozen  papcrs,had  he  been  dispo- , 
sed — I  made  tho  following  reply  :  ‘Sir,  suppose 
all  men  of  liberal  views  were  to  make  the  same 
decision  that  you  do  — what  would  be  the  con¬ 
sequence  7  The  cfl^ct  would  be  that  a'l  liberal 
publications,  devoted  to  what  you  believe  the 
cause  of  truth,to  the  pulling  down  of  tho  strong  | 
holds  of  error,  to  the  exposing  of  the  craft, 
hypocrisy  and  wickedness  of  designing  and 
ambitious  men,  who  are  aiming  a  deadly  blow 
at  the  liberties  of  our  country — all  these  publi¬ 
cations,  I  say,  must  cease  at  once  for  want  of  sup¬ 
port:  Orthodoxy,  falsely'so  called,  would  then 
triumph  universally,  having  none  to  oppose  her 
deadly  influence — her  pernicious  publications, 


that  are  now  so  extensively  circulated,  and 
Tracts  without  number  that  arc  now  thrust  in¬ 
to  every  door  and  window,  would  multiply  still 
more — an  aspiring  and  tyrannical  priesthood 
would  si’on  get  the  reins  of  government  into 
their  hands,  and  a  national  religion  and  an  in¬ 
quisition  would  soon  complete  their  work. 

“This  is  but  one  view  of  the  subject.  ..Anoth¬ 
er  view  is,  that  if  you,  and  all  liberal  minded 
men  would  patronize  these  publications  which 
you  believe  to  be  good,  and  use  your  influence 
to  extend  their  circulation,  tho  truth  would 
progress  with  rapidity  and  run  in  all  directions 
— the  strong  holds  of  error  would  soon  be  giv¬ 
en  up — Orthodoxy  and  spiiitunl  tyranny  would 
tremble — religious  liberty  and  freedom, and  just 
views  of  the  character  of  God,  and  the  gospel 
of  Christ,  would  every  where  triumph,  and 
mankind  be  made  free  indeed.  You  ought  there¬ 
fore,  from  principle,  for  the  sake  of  encouraging 
such  publications,  to  take  at  least  one  paper  that 
you  approve.  .And  besides,  do  you  feel  no  inter¬ 
est  in  th''  cause  of  truth  ?  Do  you  not  wish  to 
read  and  preserve  a  correct  journal  of  what  is 
going  on  in  tho  religious  world — ofthe  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  various  Associations,  &c.  in  our  de¬ 
nomination-— of  the  progress  of  truth  and  the 
downfall  of  error?  And  have  you  no  wish  that 
your  family  should  read  these  publications,  and 
have  their  minds  strc4iglliened  in  the  truth  and 
fortified  against  error  ?’ 

“  I  said'no  more — ho  immediately  put  down 
his  name,  and  said  he  would  take  the  Magazine 
and  Advocate  as  long-es  it  was  published — and 
that  he  would  never  live  another  year  without 
patronizing  some  paper  of  the  kind. 

“.Another  neighbor  said  ho  vcoidd  subscribe 
were  it  not  that  his  \cife  was  a  Cidoinist,  and  he 
had  to  take  a  Presbyterian  paper  to  please  her, 
although  ho  wash'mself  a  Universalist.  ‘And 
so,’  said  I,  ‘you  will  withhold  your  support  from 
what  you  believe  lr««,  and  fire  your  money 
for  the  spread  of  falsehood,  ond  allow  your  chil¬ 
dren  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  latter  on¬ 
ly,  for  the  sake  of  pleasing  your  wife  !’  Ho 
ha—ham'd'  and  paused  a  few  minutes,  and  final¬ 
ly  put  his  name  on  the  list  of  subscribers.’’ 

NOTICES. 

Br.  S.  R.  Smith  will  preach  at  Talx-rg,  in  the 
town  of  Aiinsville,  the  second  Sunday  in  January, 
(Irith  inst.)  morning  and  iiftcriKMUi;  and  at  tlic 
scliool-liuiise  near  Mr.  Elmer’s,  in  Western,  the 
same  eteninf. 

The  Editor  will  preach  at  SuUiran  on  tho  third 
Sunday  (17th)  of  the  present  month;  and  at  Ea¬ 
ton's  Bush  on  the  fourth  Sunday,  ('24tii  inst.) 

A  CARD. 

Agreeable  to  the  notice  in  our  Prospectus,  all 
the  former  subscribers  for  the  Evangelical  Ma¬ 
gazine  and  for  the  Gospel  ..ddvocate,  who  have 
not,  previous  to  this  time,  notified  us  of  their 
wish  to  discontinue,  orr,  and  will  henceforth  bo 
considered  as  subscribers  for  this  volume,  (except¬ 
ing.  perhaps,  some  who  are  so  far  in  arrears,  as 
to  payment  for  the  past,  that  we  shall  deem  it 
a  duty  to  s’.rike  their  names  from  our  list,  un¬ 
less  they  make  immediate  payment.) 

t|3*>\Vn  send  this  No.  lo  some  few  who  have 
not  heretofore  been  subscribers,  (under  the  im¬ 
pression  that  they  would  like  to  patronize  a  pa¬ 
per  of  this  description,  should  they  see  it,  re¬ 
questing  them,  however,  if  they  do  not  icish  to 
be  considered  subscribers,  to  write  their  names, 
(if  not  already  on  the  paper)  and  tho  name 
of  the  Post  Olfice  or  place  where  they  live, 
upon  the  margin  of  the  paper,  do  it  up  in  a 
wrapper,  open  at  one  end,  superscribing  it, 
^‘Magazine  and  -Sdrocale,  Utica,  A*.  F.”  and 
return  it,  through  the  medium  of  the  Post  Of- 
I  fice,  by  which  wo  shall  understand  their  wish 
not  to  take  it. 


EFANGELICAL  MAGAZINE  AND  GOSPEL  ADVOCATE. 


[For  the  Magazine  and  Mvacate.1 
UNIVERSALLSM—NO.  IV. 

The  ardiiouslaborsof  Mr.  Stacy,  were  eminent¬ 
ly  pucccssful  in  promoting  the  doetrine  of  the  rc- 
atitntion  ;  and  in  the  first  year  of  his  ministrv  in 
this  country,  two  societies  were  formed,  which , 
for  nnnrber,  stability  and  influence,  have  had  no ' 
parallels  in  the  state  of  New  York. 

The  first  of  these  was  organised  according  to 
the  provisions  of  law,  on  the  third  of  December, 
1S0.5,  by  choosing  Oliver  Collins  and  Ileli  Foot, 
mcnlerators,  Salmon  Lusk,  clerk,  and  Stephen 
Bingham,  Ileli  Foot  and  Ann>s  Ives,  trustees. 
This  society  was  denominated  “  The  Univerxaliet 
Sceietyin  H'hite^mrn,"  and  holds  its  annual  meet¬ 
ing  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September. 

The  location  of  this  society  was  e.xceedingly 
favorable  for  holding  communication  with  diili  r- 
ent  sections  of  the  country  ;  and  it  accordingly 
became  the  centre  from  which  the  truth  radiated 
in  every  direction.  Some  of  its  members  were 
exceedingly  active  and  persevering — availed 
themselves  of  every  existing  means  of  religious 
information — encountered  their  opposers  with 
success,  and  sparei!  neither  labor  nor  expi'nse  in 
propagating  the  word  of  truth.  As  tin-  ineinbers 
were  scattered  over  a  large  district  of  country,  it 
was  diflieult  to  fix  on  any  one  place  which  would 
accomiiKKlatc  all :  the  mei-f ings  for  ]>ublic  wor¬ 
ship  were  therefore  ludd  at  diffl'rent  places.  And 
neither  stonns  nor  the  inconveniences  of  travel¬ 
ling,  prevented  the  attendance  of  most  of  the  so¬ 
ciety.  F.very  exertion  was  also  made  to  awaken 
the  attention,  and  to  induce  oppost-rs  to  hear  and 
judge  for  themselves.  For  this  purjiose  lectures 
were  a|>[)ointed  in  iwcry  nciohlKirhoixl  where  a 
door  ol  utterance  was  opened,  “  and  the  word  of 
God  increased,  and  the  nuinlx'r  of  the  disciples 
miiltiplieil  greatly.” 

In  June,  1806,  this  society  applied  to  the 
“  Western  Asso<’iation,”  at  its  first  session,  for 
counsel  and  assistance  in  the  formation  of  a 
church  compact.  Ac-cordingly,  the  association 
appointed  N.  Stacy  and  J.  Flagg,  a  committee, 
with  instructions  to  write  to  the  society,  and  give 
such  aid  as  circumstances  reciuired.  'I'he  follow¬ 
ing  letter,  in  the  name  of  tlie  association,  was 
therefore  written  during  the  session,  but  is  with¬ 
out  the  signatures  of  the  committee. 

“CoLU.MBCS,  Jc.NE  4,  1806. 

The  Western  Association  of  Universulists,  to 
their  dearly  beloved  brethren  in  the  faith  of  the 
gospel  and  hope  of  everlasting  lif<;,  living  in 
Whitestown  and  its  vicinity,  N.  V.  in  answer  to 
a  request  of  said  brethren  (acting  in  society  rela¬ 
tion)  to  this  association  for  advice  on  the  subji.-ct 
of  forming  into  church  relation,  for  the  ninpose 
of  attending  to  the  ordinances  of  the  Christian 
church;  and  for  the  privilege  of  watching  over 
each  other  for  their  spiritual  welfare.  Dear  breth¬ 
ren,  it  is  the  unanimous  desire  of  the  association, 
acting  in  the  fear  of  God,  for  the  best  good  of  his 
Zion,  that  you,  even  all  who  feel  it  to  be  your 
duty  as  well  as  priviU-ge  so  to  do,  to  form  into 
regular  church  order,  on  the  following  general 
regulations.”  Then  follows  a  preamble  and  an 
ecclesiastical  plan,  as  it  is  denominated,  consisting 
of  SIX  sections  designed  for  the  regulation  of  the 
concerns  of  the  church,  and  snecii’ying  the  iluties 
of  its  members.  These  arc  all  good  in  their  kind 
— such  as  every  similar  community  would  in 
eneral  accept:  and  they  are  remarkable  for  the 
berality  which  they  inculcate. 

In  confonnity  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
association,  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  soci¬ 
ety  assembled  at  a  small  village  called  Middlt- 
Settlemerit,  in  Whitestown,  on  the  5th  day  of  Au¬ 
gust,  1806,  and  adopted  the  profession  of  faith 
recommended  by  the  “General  Convention  of 
Univcrsalists” — the  ecclesiastical  plan,  proposed 
by  the  association,  and  signed  a  mutual  covenant, 
by  which  they  became  regularly  organized  as  a 


Christian  church.  At  this  time,  two  Deacons ' 
were  appointed,  and  about  hoenty  persons  signed 
the  covenant.  These  usually  transacted  all  the 
business  of  the  societv,  as  no  compact  had  ever 
been  adopted  which  admitted  of  direct  member¬ 
ship,  except  by  the  church.  Hence  the  great 
majority  of  those  who  countenanced  and  support¬ 
ed  the  meetings,  took  no  part  in  the  internal  regu- , 
lations  of  the  society. 

From  1806  to  1812,  the  church  received  about 
twenty  additional  members — from  that  time  up 
to  1318,  seven  or  eight  more  united,  and  between 
1318  anil  1824,  twelve  others  were  added  :  mak¬ 
ing  in  all  about  sixty  memliers,  which  may  be 
considered  as  nearly  its  present  number.  AVhen, ' 
therefore,  we  refer  to  the  number  of  the  members 
of  the  church,  we  do  not  consider  them  as  con- 
.stituting  the  whole,  but  only  a  small  part  of  the 
number  who  were  directly  or  indirectly  connected  • 
w  ith  the  society'.  | 

It  is  not  known,  that  baptism  was  ever  admin-  j 
istered,  exceiit  in  one  instance,  to  any  members 
of  this  churcli.  But  the  observation  of  eneharist, 
or  Lord’s  sup|K'r,  was  verv  regulaily  kept  up, 
from  the  date  of  their  orgaiii/.ation  until  1825. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  society  in  1806, 
it  wa.s  voted  mianiiiiously,  to  obtain  the  labors  of 
.Mr.  Stacy  exclusively,  it  his  engagements  would 
permit,  and  if  not,  to  secure  them  three  fourths 
of  the  Sundays  in  the  coming  year.  He  acconl- 
ingly  removed  into  Whitestown,  in  the  January 
tbllowiiig  ;  but  did  not  confine  his  services  to  that 
society  more  than  half  or  three  fourths  of  the  time. 

During  the  winter  of  1807,  Mr.  Stacy  was  call¬ 
ed  to  visit  several  places  in  the  vicinity,  w  here 
the  diH-trine  of  the  restitution  had  not  been 
preached,  particularly  Western,  Deerfield,  Sulli¬ 
van  and  Litchfield.  In  the  latter  place,  especially, 
the  greatest  and  most  formidable  o|>{iosition  wa.s 
manifested  to  w  hat  was  generally  considered  the 
new  doctrine.  Here,  to  use  his  own  words,  he 
“met  the  combined  forces  of  the  Baptists  and 
Presbyterians,  headed  by  F.lder  W.  Underwood, 
then  a  zealous  Calvinistic  baptist  preacher — but 
the  Lord  blessed  the  interview,  to  the  great  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  truth.”  Sub.seipicnt  events 
proved  this  remark  to  be  fully  justified;  as  this 
interview  laid  the  foundation  for  the  conversion 
of  many  who  were  present,  togcth^r  with  Mr. 
Undeiwood  himself,  who  in  a  few  years  became  i 
a  firm  believer  and  faithful  advocate  of  the  doc-  [ 
trine  he  had  in  vain  attempted  to  overthrow.  He  i 
has  freipiently  declared,  that  he  went  to  the  place ; 
of  meeting  with  the  greatest  assurance  of  being 
able  cfli'ctually  to  overthrow  every  argument  in 
favor  of  L'niversalism ;  and  that  he  left  the  meet¬ 
ing  with  as  firm  a  jiersua.sion,  that  the  devil  as¬ 
sisted  liis  op{K>nent. 

In  the  spring  of  1803,  Mr.  Stacy  removed  from 
IN'hitestown  to  Hamilton  ;  having  resided  in  the 
former  place  about  one  year  and  a  half,  and  hav¬ 
ing  preai'hed  tharc  nearly  three  years.  From  the 
time  of  his  removal,  the  society  in  VMiitestown 
w  ere  destitute  of  any  ministerial  servici  s,  e.xeept 
the  occasioiud  visits  of  difli'rent  preachens,  mostly 
from  New  England.  Among  these,  were  Messrs. 
Faiwell,  11.  Ballou,  J.  Flagg,  and  P.  Dean,  whose 
mutual  lalxirs  were  priKliictive  of  the  happiest 
cfli  cts,  in  confirming  the  faith  of  believers,  and 
in  calling  the  public  attention  to  the  subject  of 
divine  truth.  AlMiiit  the  time  that  Mr.  Stacy  left 
the  .society,  an  cflbrt  was  made  to  obtain  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  Mr.  Ballou,  which  jirovcd  unsucces.sful. 
By  his  rceuinmcndation,  however,  application 
was  made  to  Mr.  Dean,  who  accepteil  tlie  invita¬ 
tion,  and  settled  in  the  society  in  1810.  His  la¬ 
bors  were  devoted  to  the  society  but  one  half  of 
the  sabbaths  — the  remainder  of  his  time  being 
divided  between  the  societies  of  Madison  ami 
Fairfield.  His  efforts  were  indefatigable  for  the 
advancement  of  the  truth,  and  for  several  years 
he  preached  nearly  every  day.  The  consequence 
was,  that  while  the  knowlMgo  of  Universalism 


was  greatly  extended,  the  society  in  Whitestown 
grew  and  nourishiil.  S.  R.  S. 


[  To  be  conlimueL] 


DIF.D. — In  Marshall, Oct.  21,  Mr.  I.  Chapin 
Miinger,  aged  34  years,  son  of  Mr.  ReubenMonger. 

He  was  a  sen.aihle,  intelligent  and  moral  man; 
and  was  respected  and  estcenred  by  those  who 
knew  him.  For  several  years  he  had  gradually 
declined  in  health,  during  which  time  he  devoted 
a  considerable  part  ofhis  time  to  reading,  and  the 
Bible  received  his  particular  attention.  Accus¬ 
tomed  to  atteml  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Han¬ 
over,  he  continued  occasionally  to  go  to  meeting 
in  that  place,  but  seldom  remained  lunger  than 
to  hear  one  sennon.  .\nd  though  he  said  but  lit¬ 
tle  on  the  subject  of  religion,  yet  enough  to  satis¬ 
fy  his  family,  that  he  hail  bwome  disgusted  with 
the  doctrine  of  endless  siifleriiigs,  and  fully  be¬ 
lieved  in  the  final  salvation  of  all  mankind. 

During  the  few  weeks  immediately  preceding 
his  death,  he  sufli'red  much,  but  in  patience  ho 
[Mjs.sessed  his  sou],  and  never  repined. 

His  funeral  was  attended  on  Sunday,  Oct.  22, 
by  a  very  numi'rous  congregation,  and  such  was 
the  ri'spcct  for  his  memory,  that  the  Presbyterian 
soi'ii'ty  dispensed  with  their  regular  service,  and 
kindly  gave  the  use  of  their  house  for  its  accom¬ 
modation.  .\  discourse  adapted  to  the  occasion 
was  delivered  from  1.  Thess.  iv:  13.  He  lived  vir¬ 
tuously,  and  died  in  (icace.  S.  R.  S. 

In  the  town  of  Marcellus,  Onondaga  Co.  on 
tliebth  nit.  in  the  7 1st  year  of  her  age,  Mrs.  Bu- 
lah  Root,  relict  of  the  late  Rev.  Isaac  Root,  well 
known  to  the  public  as  an  able  and  worthy  advo¬ 
cate  for  the  truth  of  God’s  impartial  grace. 

.Mrs.  Root,  for  many  years,  remained  in  good 
fellowship  with  the  Baptist  connexion,  where  she 
was  considered  a  pattern  of  piety,  and  a  distin¬ 
guished  ornament  to  the  church.  But  in  process 
of  time,  by  a  constant  and  prayerful  attention  to 
the  scriptures  of  divine  truth,  aecompanied  with 
a  r(  asonable  investigation  of  their  contents,  and 
a  natural  disposition  too  benevoh-nt  and  charita¬ 
ble  to  adhere  to  the  cruel  dogmas  of  original  sin, 
total  depravity,  election  and  reprobation,  andend- 
les  misery,  she  revoltetl  from  tlie  Orthodox  ranks, 
and  publicly  and  fearlessly  avowed  her  full  and 
entire  Ixlief  in  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  of  univer¬ 
sal  holiness  and  consequent  happiness. 

I  nder  the  life-giving  influence  of  the  above 
iM'lief,  she  lived  to  a  gcMid  old  age,  in  [lerfect  har¬ 
mony  with  all  with  whom  she  was  conversant, 
testifying  to  “all  around”  by  her  Christian  pre- 
ce|)ts  and  virtuous  e.xample,  that  “perfect  love” 
is  capable  of  “casting  out  all  fear.” 

In  this  happy  frame  of  mind,  retaining  her  sen¬ 
ses  to  the  last,  she  bid  farewell  to  the  shores  of 
time  and  was  gathereil  to  her  fathers. 

The  w  riter  of  this,  attended  her  funeral  on  the 
lOth  lilt,  and  delivered  a  di.scourse  from  Job  xiv. 
10.— (“But  man  dicthand  wasteth  away,  yea  man 
giveth  up  the  ghost,  and  where  is  he?”)to  a  large 
and  respectable  congregation,  whose  good  atten¬ 
tion  and  Christian  deportment  strongly  evinced 
the  jwrsonal  interest  each  felt  in  the  truth  of  th« 
do<-trine  whii  h  was  at  that  time  inculcated. 

Thus  we  are  furnished  with  another  testimony, 
in  addition  to  the  many  now  before  the  public, 
that  notwithstanding  L'niversalism  is  the  best  of 
all  doctrines  to  live  by,  still  it  is  equally  as  good 
to  die  by.  May  God  grant  that  all  opposers  may, 
when  called  to  try  the  reahties  of  Death,  feel  the 
same  joy  that  our  worthy  sister  felt. 

J.  Chasi,  Jr. 
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[for  the  Magazine  and  Advocate.] 

PRIZE  POEM. 

An  streams  from  mountains’  sumirriU  flow, 
Unitini^on  the  plain,  and  swell 
Majestic,  in  a  flood  resistless, 

To  the  parent  ocean  paying  tributo 
Of  respeet,which  bearing  on  its 
Heaving  liosom,  mighty  stores 
Of  sanguinary  war,  to  obviate 
Invasion,  ami  repel  of  every  foe 
The  hostile  treat!,  and  bless. 

With  armour  of  defenee,  the  industrious 
Sons  of  art,  and  agricultural  toil ; 

And  commerce  too,  auxiliary. 

Borne  upon  the  flood,  a  smiling  protluct, 
{.ends  a  helping  hand,  her  treasures 
Yield,  to  bless  the  labouring  jioor. 

Their  persons  to  adorn,  and  cheer 
Domestic  home  with  comforts 
Kef|iiisite  to  banish  ill,  and  crown 
This  mortal  state  with  competence : 

So  from  the  mountain  of  Ji-hovah’s  house, 

The  lolly  heights  of  Heaven’s  salvation 
All  fiivine,  flow  and  unite. 

Upon  the  mortal  plains 

Of  Prince  Knimanuel’s  bloml-inade  purchase. 
Two  mighty  streatiui,  of  gmsl  celestial ; 

And  from  the  exhaiislless  fountain. 

Pure,  imnlieinal,  and  rich 

With  virtues,  such  as  heaven  partakes — 

The  Magazine  of  grace,  and  never  failing 
Advocate  of  goxpel  tnith  and  peace  — 
Treasures  of  wealtli  uneankeriug. 

Here  abound — Kiches  of  grace. 

Anil  righteousness  of  timl ; 

The  mighty  armour  of  salvation. 

All  eflia-tual ;  trusty,  true,  and  tried; 

Such  as  the  Prince  of  glory. 

Commissioned  captain  of  .lehovah’s  host. 
Wore  on  the  embattled  Helds  of  earth. 

When  face  to  face  he  met  the  combin’d  foe. 
And  laid  upon  the  yielding  prey 
The  conquering  hand.  Prostrate 
Before  him  lay,  thrones,  dominions, 
Principalitios,  opposing  powers ; 

And  on  the  neck  of  Death  (and  Hell 
His  high  compeer,!  the  conqiierer’s  foot 
itcpIaciHl,  and  of  liis  kingdom, 
liaising  high  the  Sceptre,  with  a  voice 
To  earth’s  remotest  end  destined. 

Proclaim’d,  “  ’Tis  donv..”  Behold,  the  fell 
Pestiferous  reign  of  unrelenting  Death 
Shall  end,  and  all  of  earth-liorn  race. 

Restor’d,  shall  renovated  be  ! 

The  faithful  .  hlvocatef  divinely  school’d 
In  Heaven’s  high  chancery,  all  eloquent 
tVith  sort  persuasion,  irresistible. 

Ascends  th’ imperial  forum  of  Almighty 
tirace — the  Royal  ear  obtains — 

Is  heard — and  gospel  blessings,  countless. 
From  the  Throne,  descend  on  all: 
Illustrative  of  which,  the  cloudless  beam 
Of  rising  morn — the  lut  id  drops 
Of  evening’s  gentle  distilation — 

Or  the  sirted  showers  of  rain. 

From  heavens  liigh  arches  pour’d, 

To  fertilize  and  bless  the  earth ; 

(And  they  are  all  effective  to  this  end;) 
Selected  metaphors  of  hfe  eternal. 

The  Magazine  and  Advocate  combin’d. 

Are  now  one  medium  of  communication 
Unto  all ;  and  ominous  of  pood  ; 


(If  we  may  speak  of  omens  here  without  offence;)  11  recent  session  of  the  Salem  Baptist  Association 


I  And  when  conducted  by  the  mind, 

I  The  faithfulness,  and  promptitude,  and  skill. 
Of  him  who  made  alone  the  Magazine 
A  mighty  host,  successful  to  oppose 
The  arguments,  the  haughtiness,  and  scorn, 
Of  proud  imperious  oppo.sition  ; 

We  have  the  presage  of  resulting  good. 

All  ye,  whose  eyes  with  raptures  of  delight. 
Have  gazed  upon  the  precious  stores 
Of  oll-inviting  truth,  deposited 
Within  the  pages  of  the  Magazine; 

•And  ye  whose  willing  ears 

Ha^e  nliant  bent,  joyful  to  hear 

The  Advocate  sustain,  with  courage  true. 

The  much  abused  and  the  despised  cau.«e. 

Of  God’s  impartial  grace  and  life  to  men ; 
Come  all  as  one,  with  hand  of  lilierality. 

And  patronize  the  Press,  engine  of  power. 

And  able  to  control,  of  ignorant  zeal 
The  wasting  desolations  ;  and  in  return. 

As  coinptmsation  giKid,  receive 
The  inestimable  guarantee  of  freedom, 

-And  of  conscience  the  unalienable  rights. 

■All  ye  of  every  name,  forlorn  and  desolate. 
Who  long  have  wniulerctl  on  the  barren  wilds, 
Burning  atul  bare,  of  l>mitarinn  creeds. 

Who  at  the  promise  of  .Jehovah  staggar, 

.And reel  like  men  intoxicate  with  wine; 

Here  be  ye  all  admonish’d,  and  no  more 


I  in  Kentucky : 

!  '‘Resolved,  That  wc  as  an  Association  cor- 
,  dially  approve  of  the  Report  and  resolution,  as 
presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
j  by  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
initlce  upon  the  subject  of  the  petition  to  stop 
the  mail  on  the  Sabbath  ;  and  sincerely  advise 
all  friends  civil  and  rclioious  liberty,  to  refuse 
to  subsc.ribc  any  petition  that  has  the  least 
tendency  to  influence  the  legislative  powers  to 
act  upon  religious  matters-,  for  we  consider  an 
association  of  civil  and  ecclesiastical  power  or  an 
union  of  Church  and  Stale,  as  one  of  the  greatest 
calamities  which  could  befal  our  country,  and 
that  it  should  be  resisted  in  every  poasiblo 
shape  in  which  it  may  be  presented,” 

[J'er  the  Magazine  and  Adrocale.] 
QUESTlO^S  FOR  LIMITARIANS. 

1.  If  Goil  made  some  men  for  the  piiiqiosc  of 
suflt-ring  emlless  misery,  how  much  better  is  that 
determination  in  liiin,  than  the  same  intention  in 
the  Devil? 

2.  If  God,  before  creation,  saw  that  a  part  of 
his  creatures  would  be  endlessly  miserable,  eould 
he  create  them  without  intending  that  misery  ? 

3.  If  the  Deity  intended  the  endless  sufft-ringa 
of  a  part  of  the  human  race,  or  merely  foresaw 


that  misery,  and  would  not  prevent  it,  is  he  either 
Your  money  spend  for  that  which  is  not  bread —  inlinitely  benevolent,  or  universally  good  7 


Is  not  the  gift  of  heaven— No  more 
A'our  labor  yield,  nor  strength  bestow 
For  jarring  creed.s,  traditions,  dogmas  vain, 
Whieh  human  blindness,  sophistry,  and  craft. 
Have  forgeil,  and  by  dint  of  piwer, 

And  perseverance  bold,  all  false. 

And  yet  as  true,  upon  the  world  have  palm’d; 
tVhieh  did  not,  will  not,  cannot  satisfy 
The  rational  desires  of  mortal  mail. 

Enlarged  Magazine  and  Advocate,  on  thee 
A  benediction  all  divine  the  nnise  invokes. 

Be  thine  the  treasures  of  impartial  grace ; 

Be  thou,  in  imitation  of  immortal  banils, 

I  The  inesHc-oger  of  pracr  to  all  on  earth. 

Ami  oracle  of  God’s  “good  will  to  men.” 

U'ith  spiritual  independenee  armed, 

Heneeforth,  as  heretofore,  press  on. 

And  triumph  in  the  mighty  march  of  mind  : 
From  Dan  to  Beerslieba  pr«K-Iaim  aloud 
The  plots,  conspiracies,  and  jtious  frauds. 

Of  wieki'd,  treacherous,  and  designing  men. 

Bring  ignorance  to  the  knowledge 

Of  the  truth  ;  and  at  the  jMiint  of  argument, 

Put  to  flight  the  embattled  legions, 
tJfan  aspiring,  combin’d  op|)osition. 

Assert  the  victory  of  the  cross  ; 

The  Covenant  confinn’d,  defend  ; 

And  let  the  blessing  unabridg’d,  distill 
On  all  our  race,  according  to  the  Word, 

Gone  forth  from  great  Jehovah’s  mouth, 

Aol  to  return  in  vain  ;  but  crown’d 
With  victor)’,  honor,  and  success. 

Let  all  the  hungry  eat,  the  thirstv  drink. 

The  bread  and  water  of  eternal  hfe. 

Strengthen  the  weak,  the  waveriiiff  confirm, 
Reel.aim  the  wandering,  lead  the  blind 
In  AVisdom’s  way’s,  to  grace  unknown:  to  all 
Give  thou  with  liberal  hand, 

A  jmrtion  in  due  time.  So  shall 
The  wilderness  of  man  rejoice  anew. 

And  moral  nature  all  the  beauties 
Of  the  rose  put  on.  The  purchased 
Bride,  made  willing  in  the  day 
Of  power,  shall  to  the  feast  in  Zion 
Come,  with  sparkling  jewels  of  celestial 
Grace  adorned,  and  with  the  “Lord 
Our  righteousness”  attired,  immortal. 

J.  W+'^^+e. 

Potsdam,  M.  Y. 


4.  If  God  should  annihilate  the  wicked  Instead 
of  making  them  endlessly  miserable,  would  it  not 
be  equally  true  that  he  is"  infinitely  more  kind  to 
some  than  to  others  ? 

5.  .Are  not  annihilation  and  endless  misery  both 
'  infinite  evils  ? 

6.  If  (Jod  inflict  either  endless  death,  or  end- 
jess  misery,  will  he  not  be  the  author  of  an  infin¬ 
ite  evil  ? 

I  7.  If  it  be  true  that  Go<l  is  the  author  of  an  in¬ 
finite  evil,  is  there  not  the  .same  propriety  in  call¬ 
ing  him  inlinitely  evil,  that  there  is  in  saying  ho  is 
inlinitely  good  ?'  S.  R.  S. 

Correspondents  must  wait  with  patience.  W* 
will  wait  on  them  as  fa.st  as  possible. 


i,  MARItlF.D.—  At  Clinton  bv  Rev.  .S.  K.  Smith, 
j  Di-c.  :kl,  1829,  Mr.  C.  S.  Johnson,  to  Mrs.  H. 
'  Robinson. 

By  tlie  same  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  9,  Mr.  Ze- 
binah  Lloyd,  to  Miss  Pamelia  Cayl. 

By  the  same,  .Sunday  Dec.  27,  in  Marshall,  Mr. 
.lustin  W.  Hiingerford,  to  Miss  Betsey  Sabin. 

In  this  village  on  theSlst  ult.  by  Rev.  Mr. Skin¬ 
ner,  Mr.  David  Timmerman,  to  Miss  Susan  Ste¬ 
vens. 


THIS  PAPER 

IS  PCBLISIIED  WEEKLV,  ON  SATL’RDATS,  BT 

DOLPHUS  SKINNER, 

EDITOR  AND  PROPRIETOR. 

TERMS. — To  Mail  and  Office  Subscribers, 
per  annum,  in  advance,  or  S’2,  if  not  |>aid 
within  three  monil'S  from  the  time  of  subscribing. 
No  subscription  received  for  lessAhan  one  year, 
(unless  the  money  be  paid  in  advance,)  and  no  pa¬ 
per  discontinued  till  all  arrearages  are  paid,  except 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Piilmsher.  Agents,  or 
Companies,  paying  for.ei^M  copies,  are  entitled  to 
the  ninth,  gratis.  All  communications,  by  mail,  to 
the  Elditor,  must  be  post-jihid,  or  free.  Ot^To  Vil- 


Sunday  Mails. — We  are  pleased  to  insert  the  Subscribers,  who  receive  their  papers  by  a 

following  resolution  on  the  subject  of  stopping|| Carrier,  $2  per  annum,  payable  half-yearly  in  ad- 
the  mails  on  Sundays,  which  was  passed  at  a  vance. 


